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HIGH AND MIGHTY
WHEN IT COMES TO PERFORMANCE AND DURABILITY, 
HIGH PRESSURE LAMINATES HAVE BECOME A GO-TO 
SURFACE MATERIAL IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY  
BY CAROL FERRAO

1. High Pressure Laminate 
(HPL) solutions by companies 
like Stylam are resistant to 
weather changes, ensuring 
the exterior surfaces look 
their best for a long time.
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by Stylam are popular for 
exterior applications as a 
more durable and relatively 
well-priced alternative
to natural wood. 

4. Manav Gupta, 
director, Stylam.
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FEATURES AND BENEFITS
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5. The canopy-style roof of  
Purva Palm Beach (marketing 
of ce) in Bengaluru, 
designed by DSP Designs, 
looks warm and striking 
owing to the textural warmth 
of CenturyExteria’s Tyrol 
Pine in Suede.

6. Parul Mittal, director, 
Greenlam Industries Ltd.

7. Pearlescent Collection 
from Greenlam - Meta 
Silver (front), Glitter (back) - 
combines the sheen of metal 
nish with durability of PL.
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CASE STUDY: DSP DESIGNS 

Purva Palm Beach (Marketing f ce) in Bengaluru, designed by DSP 
Designs, is a contemporary multi-use structure within a residential 
development. The client Puravankara wanted the Experience Centre 
to stand out and become a focal part of their landscape. It served 
as a marketing of ce at the beginning, and was converted to a club 
later. In both functions, the architecture of the building needed to 
be attractive and inviting. “A building with long sloping cantilevered 
roof was designed, and the choice of a rich wooden material became 
important,” explains Yatin Patel, director, DSP Designs. The almost-
double-height glass structure was complemented by the roof, which 
is nished in CenturyExteria’s Tyrol Pine in Suede. As a canopy 
application with riveted xing mechanism, the panels lend a warm 
note to the glass structure.

HPL SOLUTIONS IN THE MARKET
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Greenlam Industries Ltd, who sees the booming construction 
industry further driving the growth of the Global Decorative 
HPL market in India. 

aesthetics to provide the construction industry with the best 
surface solution. As Khanna pointed out, soon HPL won’t 
be seen as an exclusive exterior cladding material. We are 
already witnessing this transition with interior wall surfaces 
and countertop solutions. The promise and potential of HPL 
could imply wider and more technologically advanced solu-
tions entering the market in the coming years. A&I

CASE STUDY: FUNDERMAX MAX 
EXTERIOR 

KNA Plaza
commercial plaza located at the intersection of two major national 
highways - one connecting Kochi to Madurai and the other Salem 
to Kanyakumari. The semi-circular building design had to have the 
potential of being a landmark, which was achieved by creating an 
exterior inspired by the Indian jali. From among the material choices 
of aluminium, glass, etc, the architects chose glass for the rst three 
oors to showcase the retail section of the plaza. For the of ce space 

above, Fundermax Max Exterior anels offered cutting exibility and 
all-weather robustness. The dynamic façade with its bold colours has 
made the plaza a visually striking landmark indeed. 

Nitte Meenakshi College of Engineering in Bengaluru, designed 
by Ace Architects, is home to the architecture students of the institute 
and, hence, needed a façade that would be as inspiring as it would be a 
study in building material and design. The angular, vertical and custom 
façade feature was a challenge, and Fundermax’s Max Exterior panels 
proved to be the answer. Special cleats were fabricated to wrap the 
panels around the steel sections, which were then supported by the 
louvers. The sizing and cutting were worked out to minimise wastage, 
and excess material was used to make louvers for the façade.

HPL Pearlescent – with textures such as Graphite, Meta Silver, 

addresses the need for durable, aesthetically appealing metal 
surfaces. The anti-bacterial solution is resistant to heat, abra-

would be a challenge with actual metal surfaces. In addition to 
being suitable for bonding to all types of substrates, the panels 
can be cold bent or postformed for curved surfaces, making 
them suitable for innovation designs and applications. “HPL 

for surfacing solutions. They are unrivalled when it comes to 

FIRE SAFETY AND HPL

After the tragic death of  people in the renfell Tower re in 
est ondon, a public in uiry into the re identi ed the highly 

combustible cladding material as the primary cause of the re s 
spread. Cladding materials like HPL, along with aluminium 
composite materials, have come under the scanner in the region 
after the investigation. We enquired with Fundermax, one of 
the leading providers of certi ed, high-quality cladding material 
about the implications of such ndings.   

Ashwani Khanna responded by saying: “We, at FunderMax, 
are supportive of any measure taken to improve the safety of our 
buildings and people residing in them. Having said that, the recent 
developments in the UK point to the fact that class A and class B HPL 
in accordance with EN 13501 – 1, when used with non-combustible 
insulation, is safe to proceed. The Max Exterior series of FunderMax 
belong to class B category, and we recommend using the same with 
non-combustible insulation. In addition to this, we also have class 
A NT Surface HPL, mLook which ticks all the boxes when it comes to 
re-safety. Above all, the material is only as good as the system  

and efforts must be made to design the entire façade system re-
resistant rather than just making use of re-rated’ materials.

Manav Gupta stated, “Safety is always a matter of concern as a 
whole to our Stylam Group. The tragedy at Grenfell Tower, which 
had Aluminium Composite Panels (ACP), has raised issues on overall 
cladding materials. At Stylam, we give high importance to the R&D 
and overall product quality. India is a country of extreme weather 
and our cladding has always tted in with all external in uences so 
far - but having said that, we are internally working for overall HPL 
quality enhancement and its re safety features.
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8. KNA Plaza in Kochi makes 
the most of Fundermax 
Max Exterior Panels and 
it’s cutting exibility and 
all-weather robustness to 
create a resilient, landmark-
worthy façade. 

9. Ashwani Khanna, AVP-
Marketing, Fundermax India.

10. Nitte Meenakshi College 
of Engineering utilised 
Fundermax Max Exterior 
Panels for its angular, 
customised façade feature 
in a sustainable way by 
minimising waste.

9

10


