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EDITOR-IN-CHARGE

The need for 

annagram.b
Anamika

Growing up, I remember seeing my immaculately 
dressed grandfather return after a full day’s work 
just before sundown. He’d take off his cufflinks, roll 
back his sleeves, loosen his tie, all of the while talking 
to all of us in the family about how our day was, what 
we’d learnt and achieved, and what our plans were 
for the next day. 

If he were still around and working today, I doubt he 
would have managed to work from home, even for 
a day. Not because he wasn’t dedicated, diligent or 
meticulous but because, for him, dressing up for the 
job was as important as the space in which he 
worked and the work he produced. However, as a 
generation, we seem to have adapted so quickly to 
the change.

This makes me very hopeful—because our 
willingness to change is an indication of our 
adaptability and our survival. And change is one 
thing you’ll see a lot of, particularly in the context of 
Livingetc India. We’ve been burning the midnight oil 
to create an all-new identity. Even though the big 
reveal is only a few weeks away, my team and I can 
hardly wait for the day to come. 

While we’re working behind the scenes for the 
future, we decided not to lose track of the present 
either. To live in the moment and highlight what we 
love about the season, the homes we’d like to live in, 
the soft furnishings we’d like to invest in and more 
importantly, the things we’d love to do to improve 
not just our homes but also our lifestyles.

So, in this issue, you’ll find all the things that Team 
Livingetc loves. Right from our Agenda pages, you’ll 
see all the decor accents and accessories, furniture 
and furnishings, and wall claddings that we’re 
excited about. Even our fashion inspiration is a burst 
of colours that brings tropical islands and beachwear 
to mind; supplemented by products designed by 

designer extraordinaire Kunaal Kyhaan Seolekar 
and arboreal illustrations by Nirupa Rao. Plus, we’re 
presenting a Mumbai apartment by Shobhan 
Kothari and Anand Menon, which is making us set all 
kinds of interior goals. 

We’re also itching to travel—so, we decided to 
showcase some really cool spaces from India and 
abroad. Take, for example, Stone Lodges in Wayanad 
that have been conceptualised by George E 
Ramapuram of Earthitects. Just one look and all we 
want to do is pack our bags and go live in the lap of 
nature. Mumbai-based photographer Fabien 
Charuau has shared a series of photographs that are 
making us miss being a tourist in Europe. We’ve also 
taken virtual tours of a colourful, tropical-style home 
in Australia and one in Switzerland that’s completely 
decorated with vintage furniture and decor finds. 

Until we can set foot inside an aircraft safely, we’ll 
continue to share inspiring spaces and experiences 
to have. And I recommend that you should (like we 
have) start building a whole new bucket list.

Stay well and safe,

slow 
living

Get Back sofa designed by Ludovica + Roberto Palomba
Kyoto small table designed byGianfranco Frattini

poltronafrau.com

ItalianMasterpieces

Hyderabad - H.No.8-2-682/B/6/A, Road NO.12, Banjara Hills T. +91 4029557145

Mumbai - Ground Floor, Wakefield House, Dougall Road - T. +91 22 22614848

Pune - Ground Floor, Trump Towers, Kalyani Nagar - T. +91 20 66473131

Surat - No. 6-7, Union Heights, Next to Lalbhai Cricket Stadium, Surat Dumas Road - T. +91 261 2977444

New Delhi - 99 Empire Plaza, Mehrauli-Gurgaon Rd, Sultanpur - T. +91 11 26809772
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Scent of a space
This exclusive collection of hand-poured 
scented wax tablets by Aroma India are 
made using soy wax, scented essential oils 
and fused with dried pot-pourri. These 
organic and fragrant slabs are ideal room 
freshners. Instagram: @aromaindia

Cushy comfort 
Luxury and sustainability come together in this latest series 

of soft toned accents titled Sacred Spaces by Sonali 
Pathak’s venture Studio Covers. studiocovers.co

Wild about wilderness 
The Enchanted Forest is a mystical tableware 
set by The Decor Kart. It includes plates, bowls, 
platters and jugs that will take centre stage 
owing to their pastoral motifs. thedecorkart.com
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Organic 
objects 
This line of 
sustainable 
tableware and 
decorative objects 
by Orvi Surfaces 
amalgamates 
indigenous 
materiality with 
tradition and bold 
design. orvi.com

Woody essence
Forward-thinking, technology-driven innovative design 

personifies AXOR One. Part of the Hansgrohe group, it offers a 
stellar bathroom experience with a range of sinks, tubs and 
showers that embody slender silhouettes, flat surfaces, soft 

corners and balanced proportions. hansgrohe.in

The founder of It’s All 
About Home (IAAH) is a 
firm believer in the simple 
pleasures of life, lifestyle 
and comfort. She says, “We 
believe in creating comfy 

homes; we design spaces and furniture that makes 
you feel better.” Gunjan lives by three mantras in life: 
”new ideas, a new mindset and the acceptance to 
change.” Her primary aim is to bridge the gap 
between high-end and bespoke furniture for Indian 
consumers. She adds, “Our styling solutions include 
everything you’d need at home—from furniture to 
furnishings, lighting to decor, wall art to floor 
coverings.” Gunjan identified a gap in the availability 
of modern and rustic finished pieces, which gave 
rise to her desire to create a one-stop, bespoke 
solution for decor products. “Now, we offer free 
in-house design services, work with several 
international and Indian designers, and also support 
women and naive artisans of Moradabad.” As Gunjan 
looks forward to a new era in design, her plans entail 
the opening of a brand new store in New Delhi and 
expanding to other metros across the country. It’s 
her unwavering commitment that makes us big fans 
of her grit and determination. iaah.com

One to Watch
GUNJAN GUPTA
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New on the block
Radiance may be one of the newest brands of aromatic 

candles but what sets it apart is its founder Lubiena 
Mahimwala nee Baldiwala. Creativity and entrepreneurship 

clearly runs in the family! 
Instagram: @roots_accessorize_your_life

With love 
from Europe 
Nya Nordiska’s newest 
fabric line includes designs 
such as Blast, Blitz, Boom, 
Balbo and Boja, which are 
made using natural fibres 
and inspired by elements of 
cubism. Available at 
Maishaa. maishaa.com

Game night
Italian brand Pinetti’s leisure and board games are 
ideal to beat the pandemic gloom. We can’t wait to 
play Connect Four, which consists of 42 wooden 
pieces in bi-colour soft leather on satin brass bars. 
Available at Sources Unlimited. sourcesunlimited.co.in

Time to organise
Austere Shelving by Punam Kalra of I’m the 
Centre for Applied Arts is made with light wood 
and powder-coated steel. Its linear, minimal 
frames hold the racks in a rhythmic pattern, 
making them appear featherweight. imcaa.in

AGENDA / NEWS

July 2021  Livingetc   I   15 

Get stoned
Curiouser’s latest collection 
of stoneware products are 
one-of-a-kind. They are 
sustainable, eco-conscious 
and 100 percent 
handcrafted. We love the 
playful, classic line-art 
illustrations that promise to 
add cheer on grey and 
gloomy days. curiouser.in

Chair for one
Aza by Quentin Vuong features a 
bent plywood frame with soft 
cushioning and is angled just 
enough to provide comfort as well 
as privacy. Available at SĀR Studio.  
Instagram: @sar_design_studio

Sitting pretty
Mother-son duo Shobhna and Kunal 

Mehta’s home furnishing label Kanchi 
unveils The Dare-a series, which is 

detailed with modern cultural 
references in neutral tones to 

effortlessly turn interiors from staid to 
stunning. kanchidesigns.com

Stow away 
Fusion Access presents its bespoke line of furniture, 
including this structured cabinet that stands on a 
set of contrasting legs, pointing to its impeccable 
design and craftsmanship. fusionaccess.com

Pastel 
paradise
For bridalwear designer 
Astha Narang’s retail 
outpost in Delhi, 
principal architects 
Aanchal Sawhney and 
Sagar Goyal of Portal92 
have incorporated a 
muted design scheme 
with lots of light and 
greens. The result is a 
clever juxtaposition of 
Narang’s subtly 
traditional apparel and 
a sublime decor 
scheme that exudes 
understated elegance. 
portal92.in
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Step in style
Studio PKA collaborates with Cocoon 
Fine Rugs for The Elemental Collection 
of floor coverings, which are inspired by 
Mumbai’s most famous precincts as well 
as natural terrains

CLOCKWISE The Elemental Collection by Studio PKA for Cocoon Fine 
Rugs; A pretty pink hue is seen in Eros from Bombay Deco; Each rug is 
made by highly skilled craftspeople; The vibrant and geometric form 
of Regal, also from the Bombay Deco capsule

It’s no secret that we love a good inspirational story,  
so we can’t help but get excited about The Elemental 
Collection of floor coverings by Puran Kumar, along 
with his team of designers Noel Woodward and Deshna 
Kasliwal at Studio PKA, for Ayush Choudhary’s Cocoon 
Fine Rugs. 

Each and every luxurious rug that is part of this series 
showcases a confluence of art, architecture and culture. 
They are inspired by the tangible and intangible, the built 
as well as the unbuilt environment. One of the key influ-
ences in the pieces is that of Mumbai’s most famous art 
precinct, which is, quite interesting, also where Puran’s 
architectural studio is located. 

The series unfolds into two distinguishing styles of 
design—Terra Firma and Bombay Deco. For Terra Firma, 
the creative practice has deconstructed the details and 
elements of the tangible as well as intangible aspects 
of projects designed by the studio. It also explores four 
major natural landforms of mountains, hills, plateaus and 
plains. This style comes to life in abstract and converging 
forms against a neutral palette. Meanwhile, Bombay 
Deco depicts the charming architecture of vintage 
cinema houses with the help of popping shades within 
glorious geometric forms. studiopka.com; cocooncarpets.com W
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CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP Archibald Stool by 
Jean-Marie Massaud from the Sight line; Also from 

Sight is Iren desk by Kensaku Oshiro; Leather 
cover set for home diffusers from the Smell series; 

This seater uses fabric from the innovative 
Poltrona Frau Wears Loro Piana Interiors project 

and is part of the Touch range

What defines good 
design goes beyond 
just good looks—crucial 
elements like function-
ality, interface and 
sensitivity are critical 
to an original product. 
Which is why we’re so 
excited about Poltrona 
Frau’s 2021 collection 
titled Take Your Time. 

The atelier reveals three sub-collections: Sight, Smell and 
Touch. As their names suggest, the trio offers a sensory 
experience to ensure users appreciate the tiniest of details. 
The core theme of this year’s offering is to “take your time, 
feel the difference”. Nicola Coropulis, CEO of Poltrona 
Frau Group, explains the inspiration: “With our social life 
reduced, our domestic spaces are lived in and experienced 
more intensely than ever before. This gives us the opportu-
nity to concentrate on the present and savour every month, 
no matter how fleeting.” So, Sight, for example, includes 
a number of collaborative furniture designs and is based 
on sensory duality—leather or fabric, wood or marble. For 
Smell, Poltrona Frau and Acqua Di Parma have created 
home and car diffusers. Finally, Touch includes the Poltrona 
Frau Meets Loro Piana Interiors project that focuses on 
high-end upholstery. Website: poltronafrau.com

A New Wave 
of Luxury
Poltrona Frau presents its Take Your Time 
collection of refined and immaculately 
designed lifestyle products that promise 
unparalleled comfort
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Art & Art Shows

Delving into the abundant nature that surrounds the tropical Western 
Ghats, artist Nirupa Rao draws attention to the unique physiognomies of 
flowers, plants and trees. Her detailed and evocative illustrations conjure 
a renewed sense of appreciation for all things arboreal. In her book, 
Hidden Kingdom: Fantastical Plants of the Western Ghats, supported by 
the National Geographic Society, she presents a collection of artworks 
on the native flora and fauna found in southern India, luring you deep 
into the universe of exotic plants and foliage. 
Website: nirupa-rao.com

The illustration of Sundew 
or ‘flypaper’ carnivorous 
plant by Nirupa Rao is 
published in Hidden 
Kingdom: Fantastical Plants 
of the Western Ghats

A WALK ON THE  
WILD SIDE

Nirupa Rao, the highly lauded botanical illustrator, 
creates incredibly detailed artworks to reveal and 

chronicle the untouched beauty of our natural world
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Catwalklooks

Infuse interiors with the fresh  
energy of monsoon-inspired motifs  
and beat the gloom of overcast days! 
1. MOJO COLLECTION FABRICS from 
Beyond Dreams 2. HERMES CERAMIC 
TABLE LAMP from Orange Tree 3. MYRIAD 
COLLECTION WALLPAPER from Artisan 
Furnishings 4. CUSHIONS from Eris Home 
5. OTOMIM COTTON MULTI CUSHION 
COVER from Sarita Handa 6. TROPICAL 
WOODS CUSHION from Studio Covers  
7. DOLCE & GABBANA SS21

1

2

3

4

6

5

The latest trends stepping 
straight off the runways and 
into our homes

7
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Decorate 
with cane and 

rattan
These materials are 

making a comeback as 
they lend a sustainable as 
well as stylish appeal in 

every kind of decor

CLOCKWISE, FROM  TOP 
Baxter from Sources 

Unlimited; Mos console 
table from Mirania Luxury 
Living; Classic cane mat 

from Rena Germany; 
Pajaro collection from 

Beyond Dreams

Getting  it right
Three ways to incorporate these 
materials indoors

PAIR IT with eclectic prints to 
achieve a tropical scene

CHOOSE DARK TONES as they 
complement the materials pop, 
instilling drama  in spaces

START BY INTRODUCING small 
decorative accents that are made of 
cane, rattan or bamboo before 
going all out with the material

What’s the difference?
Rattan and cane are terms that are  
often used interchangeably but 
that’s incorrect. The difference is 
that cane in a thinner material 
procured by stripping the rattan 
vine. Wicker, on the other hand, is 
not a material. It is, indeed, an 
ancient technique of weaving 
natural materials rattan, cane, wood, 
willow, etc, as well as synthetic ones.

Fashion always makes a comeback 
and, in interiors, materials such as 
cane and bamboo are doing the 

same too. We know that this material 
palette enjoyed its glory days circa 
the early 1970s. The reigning designs 
were rooted in thought, expression and 
emotion; and they were considered 
quintessentially Indian. Indeed, the 
weave-work on the back and bottom of 
dining and rocking chairs  is imprinted in 
our minds ever since. 

As we learn more about the 
material—from the sustainability angle 
to aesthetic—we’re glad to hear that 
cane, rattan and bamboo are coming 
back into our homes again. “Much like 
terrazzo, these versatile materials are 
here to stay,” comment Disha Bhavsar 
and Shivani Ajmera of Mumbai-
based Quirk Studio. Agreeing with 
them are Neha and Sachin Gupta of 
Beyond Designs. They remark on how 
seamlessly the material fits into their 
designs. The Guptas say, “Cane is a 
neutral material, easy to accommodate 
in any environment, whether you want 
a chic-rustic vibe, a modern look, or a 
classic contemporary air.” 

A material with a charm of its 
own—a subdued palette, natural and 
organic; much like the school of thought 
Shalini Chandrashekhar and Mahaboob 
Basha of Taliesyn add, “Furniture made 
using these materials and weaves is 
adaptive, sustainable and its natural 
aesthetics make it a favoured choice.” 
Plus, the duo believe that by introducing 
wickerwork in their designs, they’re 
able to “collaborate with local artisans”.   

Cane as a material has established a 
design philosophy around it, a global 
presence that has been widely adopted 
by designers all over the world, however, 
for many the material has a sentimental 
value. Ajay Arya of A Square Designs 
shares a nostalgic memory: “ I ’d 
designed a nappy changer for my son’s 
room when he was born; the drawers 
were in cane, which just lent a quaint 
charm to the nursery”.

CLOCKWISE, FROM  TOP 
Console table from 

Mangrove Collective; 
Outdoor seater from 
Cane Boutique; Floor 

lamps from DBEL Studio; 
Cabinet from Inhabit
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Neutral pink
T H E R E ’ S  N O T H I N G  S U G A R Y  S W E E T  A B O U T  T H I S  S U B T L E 
Y E T  S O P H I S T I C AT E D  C A N D Y  H U E

This versatile pink  
adds crispness and 
modernity to whites and 
creates a soothing 
backdrop for natural tones, 
particularly olive greens 
and earthy browns

“For a contemporary twist, team neutral pink with 
earthy terracotta and shades of clay for an on-trend 
tonal look,” says Paula Taylor, colour and trends specialist at 
Graham & Brown. “Another great pairing is with emerald green. It 
is decadent and complements the current Bauhaus revival.”

“The best colours to combine with a neutral pink are 
deep browns,” says Joa Studholme, colour curator, Farrow & 
Ball. “A neutral pink on the walls and ceiling with a stronger tone on 
the joinery creates a understated space for rest and rejuvenation.”

“Using colours from the same spectrum in different 
intensities adds texture, depth and a sense of lavishness 
to spaces,” says Annie Sloan, founder, Annie Sloan. “Try deep 
burnt red to create a sophisticated tonal palette with a lot of 
warmth.”

“To introduce a splash of colour while maintaining a 
pared-back look, try touches of green in pale or mid 
tones,” says Helen Shaw, UK director, Benjamin Moore. “These 
shades feel restorative and breathe life into a cool room.”

“To make neutral pink look edgy, add touches of black 
or charcoal in fine outlines on the wall, woodwork or 
furniture,” says Judy Smith, colour consultant, Crown. “Black 
brings this soft tone into focus and lends freshness and modernity.”

“In keeping with the Scandi trend, neutral pink pairs 
excellently with natural wood,” says Sue Kim, senior colour 
designer, Valspar. “The rich tones of natural wood help to warm up  
the cooler shades of powdery pinks.”

“This pink can work very well in north- or south-facing 
rooms,” says Clare Tilbrook, co-founder, Fenwick & Tilbrook. “A 
peachier tint adds warmth to north-facing rooms but is still soft 
enough to work in the warmer light of a south-facing room.”

“In a south-facing room, use neutral pink with other 
neutrals such as taupes, greys and layered whites. Too 
much light can overwhelm neutral colours if you team with 
statement shades,” adds Sloan. “In a north-facing room, do the 
opposite. Juxtapose neutral pink with bright hues to ensure it 
doesn’t become too grey and faded.”

BEST FOR 
creating a restful 
bedroom with its 
cool, soothing 
undertone 
Nursery Pink,  
Asian Paints

BEST FOR 
pairing with 
contemporary 
or vintage florals 
in the bedroom
1P0028 Earnest Pink, 
Berger Paints

BEST FOR  
brightening spaces 
that have little  
natural light
Fallen Petal AP139-2, 
Shalimar Paints

BEST FOR 
north-facing rooms 
as it has a soft warm 
undertone
NPR 1327 Iris Pink, 
Nippon Paints

BEST FOR 
hanging framed 
photographs and 
artworks on
Paperback 172, 
British Paints

BEST FOR 
east-facing rooms, 
where the warm 
pink tone will be 
enhanced 
Pink Symphony, 
Dulux

the edit

Neutral pink with brown creates  a  
restful space. In north-facing rooms, 

juxtapose it with bright shades
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New trends and innovation in 

WALL COVERINGS
Dress up walls with our recommendations of the most 

innovative and stylish ideas

P erhaps, one of the most underrated surfaces 
are walls. A simplistic solution like these multi-
hole extruded bricks can have a huge impact 

on the aesthetics of any structure. This weatherproof 
range is a part of Brick and Pavers, which offers 
fast and easy installation during construction, zero 
maintenance requirements. Plus, it also ensures 
sustainability while reducing repair costs. jindalbricks.in
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Wallpapers
When art meets 
architecture, unveil 
it onto your walls

Affreschi & Affreschi 
The most recent launch from this Italian establishment 
is a range of 20 immaculately designed wallpapers by 
Vincenzo D’Alba, cofounder of Kiasmo. infoaffreschi.com

Clarke & Clarke
We love the Wilderie series of fabrics 
and wall coverings. These are inspired by 
myths and legends of the uncharted land 
of curious creatures from the natural 
world. Available at Maishaa. maishaa.com

Artisan 
Furnishings
The brand’s range of 
eco-friendly, easy to clean 
and cost-effective wall 
coverings are made from 
vinyl and come with a life 
span of at least 15 years. 
artisanindia.com

Misha
From the brand’s eclectic and bohemian 

range, our favourite features an iconic motif 
of a 17th century Japanese crane. The 

handcrafted wall covering is enlivened by 
hand-painting on a dark gold metallic leaf. 

Available at Curoq curoq.com

BUYER’S / GUIDE
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Sarita Handa
Add freshness to interiors with this luxurious line of artistic 

wallpapers. With abstract forms, bold florals and eye-catching 
patterns on offer, there’s something for every kind of interiors. 

saritahanda.com

Momenti 
These  evocative and diverse designs are ideal for both, indoor and 
outdoor use, even in humid regions. The Italian atelier has ensured it 
comes with water protection for a long-lasting, non-toxic, antibacterial 
and natural treatment. Available at Ottimo. ottimo.in

Wallpepper Group
Agave leaves form the basis of this Italian 
brand’s collection of eco-friendly and 
PVC-free wall coverings that are made 
with natural materials. wallpeppergroup.com

Enhance your indoor experience 
with eclectic, bohemian and abstract 

prints on the walls
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Wall claddings
Redefine your home with 
distinct and aesthetic styles 
of wall cladding

StoneLife Super Studio 
The California Gray sandstone exudes warmth  
and elegance when used creatively with lighting, 
resulting in radiant interiors.stonelife.in

NewMika 
Supreme quality and finishes 

are offered in the maison’s 
latest collection of wall 

claddings that are available in 
shades of Pietra brown and 
Cherry glow. Available at 

Greenlam Industries.  
newmika.com

Kajaria
Part of the company’s Vitronite 

series, this is a sophisticated 
offering that offers strong 

durability, depth and a natural 
aesthetic.  

kajariaceramics.com 

Neom Tiles
The perfect choice for bathrooms is 
the nature-inspired Italian Classico 
collection. When used, the surfaces 
look a lot like an aerial view of rivers. 
Available at Hindware. Neomtiles.com
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Bottega Nove 
The Plumage collection by Cristina Celestino for the 
Italian house explores traditional ceramic, porcelain 
mosaic and artistic pottery. We love that it is inspired 
from birds features! Available at Curoq. curoq.com

ICA Pidilite 
The versatile Creativa series of wall cladding 
is offered in six distinct capsule collections: 
Metal, Marble, Moon, Textured, Pearl and 
Antique Armonie, each of which have their 
own individual style. icapidilite.com

Elevate interiors with a stylish 
and wide array of multi-media, wall 

finishes and claddings
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Wall panels
Envelope spaces in a 
striking palette for 
unparalleled interiors

Tessera 
India
In collaboration with 
Sicis, the brand has 
crafted wall panels 
under three distinct 
categories—mosaic, 
vetrite and fabrics. 
We’re big fans of the 
luxurious vetrite, 
which sandwiches 
fabrics and polymer 
fibres between large 
format glass slabs 
tesseraindia.com/sicis

Alsorg
An ideal choice for anyone with 

OCD are these symmetrical 
veneered and lacquered panels, 
which are offered in a variety of 

finishes. alsorg.com

Beyond Designs
This versatile collection of wall 
panels is offered in an inspired 
colour and material palette to 
brighten indoor spaces 
effortlessly. beyonddesigns.in

@Livingetc India

@livingetcind

@livingetcind

@LivingetcInd

@ Livingetc India
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DOUBLE DELIGHT

This Australian villa has 
an ideal plan that pays 

homage to modern materials 
and sensibilities—both inside 

and out

36
HIGH ON HYGGE

A sun-filled Mumbai 
apartment by Shoban Kothari 
and Anand Menon of KDND 
Studio is an understated yet 

charismatic design

46
CONTEMPORARY 

NOSTALGIA
Discover the home by 
Alexandrine Lukach of 

Intemporary Design Studio in 
the scenic Swiss town of Lugano
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HOME PROFILE
THE OWNERS

This Mumbai home is owned by an 
entrepreneur and designed specifically 

for his family of four.

THE PROPERTY
The erstwhile four-bedroom apartment 

has been reimagined by Shobhan 
Kothari and Anand Menon of KDND 
Studio as a spacious three-bedroom 

abode for a couple and their two 
children.

HOMES / ETC

High on Hygge
PHOTOS ⁄ PHOTOGRAPHIX | SEBASTIAN + IRA  

WORDS ⁄ VARUNI MOHAN

This sun-filled refuge in Mumbai is designed by Shobhan Kothari and 
Anand Menon of KDND Studio with an understated yet charismatic 

design that creates an over-riding sense of cosy comfort
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LIVING ROOM 
Inspired by the Danish concept of hygge, this 
space uses a material palette in muted hues of 

textured grey, turquoise and oak wood. 
Micro-concrete walls serve as the perfect canvas 
for the layered design elements seen here. The 
sun-filled apartment showcases artworks by 

Purvai Rai as well as modern and timeless 
elements for comfort and cosy relaxation
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DIN ING A R E A
This contemporary table-cum-bar has a blue 

marble top sourced from Brazil and is paired with 
dining room chairs from Josmo Studio. Fluted oak 

wood clad the walls, adding an earthy texture. 

M A IN BEDROOM 
LOU NGE 

The primary boudoir opens into a lounge area and 
home office. Wood cladding in oak veneer offsets 

the neutral colour palette as well as the 
custom-made furniture.

HOMES / ETC
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This high-rise apartment in Mumbai has been imagined as a 
timeless and comfortable home that embodies the tenets of 
the Danish concept of hygge. Designed by architects Shobhan 
Kothari and Anand Menon of KDND Studio, this home is 
envisioned as a testament to ‘slow living’. The duo’s practiced 

eye for textures and colours and their impact on the spirit of a home has led 
to a material palette that exudes a mood of warm conviviality. One of the 
most defining characteristics is the abundant natural light that streams in 
through the floor-to-ceiling glass windows. This profusion of light has led 
to the creation of statement walls in a natural textured grey tone for an uber 
modern vibe. 

‘Cosy comfort’ outlined the brief given by the homeowners. So, through a 
cohesive approach, Shobhan and Anand have delved deep into understanding 
the design elements of hygge. The resulting decor, therefore, includes the 

grey micro-concrete walls interspersed with fluted 
wooden wall cladding, wooden floors and modern 
furniture that’s custom-made on site. Another feature is 
the tactility within the home, achieved through texture 
and material contrasts balanced by a soft neutral colour 
palette. Plants and other botanical elements appear 
as natural accents in the milieu. Craftsmanship and 
thoughtful material exploration are the axis that centres 
this home. Some examples include the wood treated 

with the Japanese charring method of shou sugi ban, fluted panelling to create 
textured depth and the use of an exotic blue marble top from Brazil. Plus, 
hints of layering across the abode create a sense of depth while offering an 
ambience that’s perfect for relaxation.

Achieving a sense of timelessness while also personalising design details 
was paramount as, Shobhan explains, “We planned the home to be a space 
where new memories are created while  embracing old ones.” This is obvious 
in the creative duo’s plan for the main ensuite bathroom, which is an ode to 
modern New York style, something the homeowners love. Meanwhile, the 
kids’ wardrobes feature a crossword with words that have been chosen by 
the children themselves. This  is the hybrid language of design that truly sets 
this home apart as a chic and nuanced residence.

M A IN BATHROOM
The owner’s love for New York City is 

captured in this ensuite with the help of a 
dramatic monochrome story. The 

his-and-hers vanity is styled over a 
counter that features chic marble fluting. 
Prism brick tiles on the walls and ebony 

industrial style fixtures complete the look.
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CHILDR EN’S ROOM
Playful murals, inspired by a crossword puzzle, 
vibrant colours and custom furniture make up 
the kids’ room. Interestingly, the words on the 

grid are chosen by the children themselves, 
highlight their point of view. 

IDEA TO STEAL

Damla sofa from IOTA Monochrome vase from Ochre at Home

Hand-painted table from Alankaaram

Amaze Deegh Dhurrie Cushion from 
AnanTaya

Sani-Qwash basin from Sternhagen Norway sofa from Gulmohar Lane

Flooring from Mikasa

Turquoise blue fabric from D’Decor

Touch switch on wood from WhiteLion

Candy coloured accent chair from  
Mads Creations
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HOME PROFILE
THE OWNERS

Alexandrine Lukach, the founder and 
chief designer of Intemporary Design 

Studio, spent a portion of the pandemic 
with her family in this leased apartment 

in Lugano, Switzerland.

THE PROPERTY
The Ukrainian interior designer and her 

family of four live in the 1,076 sq ft, 
two-bedroom apartment, which boasts 

a Mediterranean character and an 
impressive variety of nature.

HOME / ETC
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Contemporary 
Nostalgia

WORDS ⁄ VARUNI MOHAN  PHOTOS⁄ FILIPPO BAMBERGHI 

Discover an ethically decorated home by Alexandrine Lukach of Intemporary 
Design Studio in the scenic Swiss town of Lugano, which is a curation of 

European vintage finds and Ukrainian artworks
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LIVING ROOM 
Inspired by the Danish concept of Hygge the living room of this apartment has 

a material palette in muted hues of textured grey, turquoise and oak wood. 
Micro-concrete walls create the perfect canvas for the layered design 

elements of this sun-filled apartment. Suffused with a blend of modern and 
timeless elements, the living room sets the mood for comfort and cosy 

relaxation. Contemporary art works by Purvai Rai accent the space beautifully

LI V ING & DIN ING
Furniture, soft furnishings and art play a key role in 

the design of this open-plan space. The dining 
ensemble is made up of a vintage, handmade 
wooden table and Cesca S32 dining chair by 

Marcel Breuer for Thonet from the 1960s. On the 
table is the metal sculpture named Dream by 

Pierre Grumbache.

K ITCHEN & DIN ING
An Italian glass-topped rattan table and chairs, all 
vintage, are placed in front of an art print by Olga 

Fradina and under a lamp by Swedish brand Pholc. 
The drapes are made using vintage fabric from 

Pierre Frey.

CU R IO CA BIN ET
Vintage pottery, artworks and crockery are placed 

in this shelving unit such that a choreographed 
play on textures and silhouettes is evident.
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M A IN BEDROOM
On and near this mid-century vintage dresser is a 

collection of glass and ceramic vases, a 
three-legged rustic stool from the 1950s, graphic 
art by Olga Fradina and a partially seen vintage 

African chair. In another view (see left), the 
designer has placed vintage pieces near a wicker 

chair, handmade console and ceramics by Manako 
Design. We love the table lamp that’s made from 
the 1960s remains of the Soviet auto industry by 

Tasha ORO.

FOY ER
Graphic silhouettes formed by the curated  

elements give this home a contemporary vibe. A 
neutral colour palette is brought to life with high 

contrasts between light and dark tones.

CHILDR EN’S ROOM
In this milieu, curved shapes of the Zanotta chair  

and mid-century floor lamp offset the framed 
graphic prints on the wall.

HOME / ETC
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STUDY
An antique table from the early 20th century, a 

Philippe Starck chair, a 1980s rack, a 1970s 
pendant glass lamp and a 1960s plastic table lamp 
(most sourced from an antiques market in Milan) 
make up this space. Soft furnishings include the 

grey curtains in Pierre Frey fabric and a handmade 
rug by Zv’yazani.

TERRACE
Plants, vintage wicker chairs and art lend a 

tropical feel to this space.

HOME / ETC
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D 
uring the pandemic, a hol iday 
home in the Swiss town of Lugano 
became  the unexpected temporary 
home for Ukrainian interior designer 
Alexandrine Lukach of Intemporary 

Design Studio. The creative was visiting her sons 
in the country when the lockdown was announced 
turning her short trip into a seven-month sojourn. So 
what did Alexandrine do? She embarked on a journey 
to transform this “student’s apartment” into an alluring 
space for the whole family.

As a supporter of ethical consumption, she chose a 
visual language that was guided by curated finds from 
European flea markets and vintage stores. A deep 
longing for Ukraine led to sourcing of original works 
by native Ukrainian artists. She explains, “Everything 
you see here has its own story. But the main value is 
in the combination of art and vintage, the soft colour 
palette and the precision of details that come together 
and create an interior scheme, in which my family has 
been happily residing in at a time of immense global 
uncertainty. I had no stylistic limitations considering I 
did up for myself and the family; so the process was 
an act of pure creativity!”

The limitations of a rented home meant that 
the designer couldn’t play with colour of the walls, 
the flooring, layout or the positions of light sources. 
However, the home itself was light and spacious “with 
a sense of air in it”. 

Art plays a vital role in the transformation of this 
space and is the go-to decorative idea used in the 
design. It infuses emotionality into the milieu and 
generates a nuanced atmosphere in every room. 
Pieces sourced from small antique shops and flea 
markets in Italy and Switzerland as well as works from 
her favourite Ukrainian artists are seen in this fashioned 
abode. Alexandrine explains, “Ukrainian art created 
a kind of a crystalline grid that held the apartment’s 
interior design together, while all others were an 
carefully chosen.”

Textural elements like carpets and pillows are made 
of Carpathian sheep wool from Ukraine. Sustainable is a 
strong feature of this home as most furniture pieces are 
vintage or antique and have been sourced from ethical and 
local addresses in the continent. 

Layering these varied elements into a cohesive design 
language takes particular skill. And having seen this 
apartment, it is obvious that Alexandrine has it in spades!
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IDEA TO STEAL

Bervie pouffe from The Rug Republic

Looking Beyond by artist Rima Singh

Venn side table from Alsorg Posy floor covering from House of Rugs

Avian-themed artefact from  
Ficus Fine Living

Himani rug collection by Baxter from 
Sources Unlimited
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LI V ING ROOM
Vintage 1950s chairs have been 

reupholstered with washed hemp fur from 
DevoHome. On the wall is a dramatic 
Chinese ink on craft paper artwork by 

Nikita Vlasov. Accessories include 
sculptures Infinity by Olesya Dvorak-Galik 
and Hello by Pierre Grumbacher as well as 
hoops upcycled from wooden beer barrels 

and placed on the wall.
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This Australian home has an ideal design 
that pays homage to modern materials and 
sensibilities—both inside and out

Double Delight
HOME / ETC

July 2021  Livingetc   I   57 

EXTERIOR
The expansive outdoor hovers 
between the first and second 
floors and serves as the perfect 
spot for soirées.

Objects planter, Roll armchair 
(opposite page) by Patricia 
Urquiola, both from Kettal 

X PHOTOS Jack Lovel 

WORDS Amy Moorea Wong
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LIVING AREA
Minimalist furnishings make a 
significant impactful, bringing 
the neutral background to life.

Gogan sofa, Phoenix coffee 
table, Fjord armchair (opposite 
page) from Moroso, Visioni (A) 
rug from CC-Tapis, Stockholm 
sideboard (opposite page) from 
Punt, VV Cinquanta pendant 
from Astep, Terracotta 
candleholder from Fritz Hansen
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home profile
T H E  O W N E R S

Award-winning hairdressing entrepreneur 
Sharlene Lee, her husband Malcolm, partner in 

lighting brand Dialight, and their 22-year-old son. 

T H E  P R O P E R T Y
A timber-wrapped new build opposite Lake 

Monger in Western Australia. The ground floor 
comprises a garage, wine cellar and storage area. 

On the first level are four bedrooms, one 
bathroom, one ensuite, a WC and a gallery space. 
The topmost storey accommodates an open-plan 

living, dining and kitchen connecting to an outdoor 
terrace and pool area, plus a scullery.

don’t care if I have to sell a kidney, I’m having this house!” 
declared Sharlene Lee upon first viewing her new home 
near Perth. Three days later (and surgery-free!) it was hers. 
The Shutter House, as it’s christened, saw the collaboration 
of architecture and interior design studio State of Kin and 
luxury stockist Mobilia, known to offer furniture, lighting 
and accessories from several eminent brands. The feature that 
gives the structure its name, and which makes it a landmark 

in the area, is the mechanical, linear, timber-clad shutters that rise 
and fall to both shield inhabitants from the blazing Australian sun 
and create privacy. Shutters up, and views of the adjacent lake flood 
in; shutters down, and film noir-style striped shadows scatter across 
the interior.

While the exterior makes a strong statement, it’s what’s inside that 
gives the home real clout. Although the backdrop is neutral—white 
walls, stained oak parquetry floors, concrete ceilings—the house is an 
explosion of colour. Shapely furniture, impactful rugs and expressive 
artwork play key roles, injecting excitement and playfulness into 
every room and wryly juxtaposing more refined features. Consider 
the monolithic sculptural kitchen island, which is a hunk of Bianco 
Chiavara granite that’s given delicate timber detailing. State Of Kin’s 
whimsical touch is seen throughout, from the circular elements in and 
around the pool to the rich orange grout in the bath and the iridescent 
accents.

Sharlene previously lived less than five minutes away. “I’d watched 
the house being built but when I walked in, I was speechless. I feel 
as if every space was built for me,” she says. “If I had to design my 
dream house, this would be it—an ultra-modern, sleek, experimental 
statement—there is nothing I’d change.” State of Kin’s interior choices 
were impossible for Sharlene to resist. “I ended up buying pretty much 
everything in the house,” she grins, “I knew if I took anything from our 
previous home it just wouldn’t do the house justice, so I sold it all.” The 
house is separated into living and entertaining areas, and while the first 
floor is dedicated to sleep, the second storey and outdoor space exists 
for parties, barbecues, drinks and dinners. “I’m happy to stay home on 
a Saturday night now,” smiles Sharlene. “I was a bit of a party animal... 
but why would we go out for a cocktail when this house is better than 
a bar?”

This is a home destined to be Instagram famous. Sharlene plans to 
make the most of it for photo shoots for her business. “The entrance hall 
is a photography hotspot as the light is magnificent, and everyone takes  
a selfie in the colour-changing bathroom mirrors,” she smiles. “The 
house is a chance to reset and start enjoying ourselves a little bit more,” 
says Sharlene. “As soon as I walk in, I feel a sense of achievement—this 
is what we have worked all our lives for.”
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DINING AREA
“The artwork brings a pop of 
colour and happiness to the 
space,” says Sharlene.

Maestro vase from Bosa, 
Mathilda table and chairs from 
Moroso, House on the Swan 
River artwork by Elle Campbell

KITCHEN
A Japanese influence is seen in 
the minimal kitchen and 
concealed prep area.

Kitchen custom-designed by 
State of Kin, White vase 
sculpture by Jina Lee  
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TERRACE
A curved, tiled bench  
provides plenty of seating. 

 
Bench by State of Kin, Mesh table 
and Roll dining chair by Patricia 
Urquiola for Kettal

EXTERIOR
The mechanical shutters are 
operated remotely and offer 
different levels of shade and 
privacy. They also lend depth to 
the facade.

POOL
Steps leading into the pool look 
like an abstract artwork.

ENTRANCE
“As soon as people come in, they 
feel like they’re in a hotel, not a 
house, and they immediately 
start to relax like one does when 
on holiday,” says Sharlene. 

Fordite rug from CC-Tapis. Pool 
artwork by Elle Campbell

“I love that it doesn’t 
look like a normal 

house—it’s creative and 
completely different”

X

HOME / ETC

July 2021  Livingetc   I   63 



HOME / ETC

64   I   Livingetc  July 2021 

MAIN BEDROOM
The suite also includes a balcony, 
walk-in wardrobe and ensuite 
bathroom. “I love lying in bed 
and opening the shutters to take 
in the view of the nearby lake,” 
says Sharlene.

Redondo bed, Bloomy table from 
Moroso, Double sconce wall light 
from Michael Anastassiadeshome truths

I F  Y O U  C O U L D  C U T 
A N Y O N E ’ S  H A I R , 

W H O ’ D  Y O U  C H O O S E ?
Bradley Cooper!

W H AT ’ S  P L AY I N G  O N 
Y O U R  A I R P O D S ?

Business podcasts: The Grit Behind the 
Glam and Grow My Salon Business

G O - T O  B E A U T Y 
B R A N D ?

Everything by Tom Ford make-up,  
and Chanel

F AV O U R I T E  T H I N G  T O 
D O  A S  A  F A M I LY ?

CrossFit. It really pulls us together

D I N N E R  P A R T Y  M E N U ?
Antipasti is always a go—and seafood 

G U I LT I E S T  P L E A S U R E ?
Oh, definitely champagne
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BATHROOM
Bold terracotta grouting is 
matched to the ceiling. The 
colour-changing mirror offers 
Sharlene and her friends endless 
selfie opportunities. 

Shimmer mirror from Glas Italia, 
IOS basins from Victoria + 
Albert, Sen tapware from Agape, 
Ceiling in Auburn Flair by Dulux, 
Morgan grout from Pindan
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IDEA TO STEAL

Pajaro collection chair from 
Beyond Dreams

Maranga bed from Hastens 
by Sacmeh International

Blue departed round storage box from 
India Circus by Krsnaa Mehta

Bahaus collection rug from 
The Carpet Cellar

Speckle table lamp from 
Orange Tree

Chair from 
Mirania Luxury Living

Kanmer ceramic vase from 
Freedom Tree
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The Road 
to Success

Abdul Hameed Khan, Founder 
and Creative Director of 
Curoq, gives insights into 
the luxury interior brand’s 
transcontinental presence 
and impressive portfolio of 

international designers
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Tell us about the Curoq’s ideology...
Curoq is born from the philosophy ‘curate 
to evoke’. All the designers, who are a part 
of our brand, are in essence true artists in 
their respective field of design and art. We 
simply present their vision in a relevant 
way to connoisseurs, interior designers and 
architects, where each product represents 
the very best of aesthetics, craftsmanship, 
detailing and flair. Curoq is rooted in the 
curation of good design, making the 
functional beautiful and vice versa. 

What, do you think, has led to Curoq’s 
success in the world of luxury interiors? 
Each collection is sourced through extensive 
travel and research of cutting-edge creations 
globally. The products are unique, timeless 
and the hallmark of master designers. And, at 
Curoq, we consider them celebrities for their 
talent and design outlook. Their creations add 
an element of wonder and surprise to spaces;  
evoke memories and are conversation 
starters. What we do is that we leverage 
our knowledge of the international luxury 
market and our two-decade-long experience 
of collaborating with architects and interior 
designers. This has established Curoq as a key 
curator that’s keen to meet the aspirations of 
our customers, with a fresh perspective. 

Is there a skill you consider particularly 
essential for success?
Our expertise is in design collaborations that 
are creative, have a modern personality and 
represent a luxury lifestyle. We are able to 
pick the finest ideas from designers around 
the world and convert ‘passion for creativity’ 
into a design solution. It is our enthusiasm 
for adapting and experimenting with lifestyle 
experiences that gives us a definite edge. In 
fact, we also mentor our clients and introduce 
them to newer ways of consuming good 
design and curating a modern luxury lifestyle.

How does Curoq fit into the design 
process that architects and interior 
designers follow?
Our clients desire unique pieces that draw 
attention and start conversations. So we are 
extremely focused on establishing a new 
visual vocabulary that defies long-held artistic 
boundaries. We are the conjunction between 
client aspirations and the artistic minds that 
can manifest these ideas. Typically, we begin 
with material concepts and mood boards 
when we start any new project. We connect a 
project with architects, sculptors, artists and 
craftsmen, so the combined artistic energy of 
these experts can finally come together as a 

FROM TOP Grolier Table and Valiant Chan-
delier by New York-based Barlas Baylar; 
Blackwebwood side table by Fabrice Auss-
et; Yumi sofa by Laurène B Tardrew and 
Romain Jourdan; Moon Slipper Chair, also 
by Laurène B Tardrew and Romain Jourdan 
OPPOSITE PAGE The Vertical Valiant Chan-
delier illuminates the Manor Table, which is 
paired with Pascal chairs by Barlas Baylar. 
Available in India through Curoq

cohesive design experience for the end-user.

How would you describe the latest 
offerings from Curoq?
Grounded in art, progressive design, 
glamorous with stand out forms, symbology 
and timelessness. We have a vast range of 
style-specific solutions, based on technical 
variation in detail and the mentality of the 
designers, that tells an organic design story. 
Multiple ideas are curated through different 
formats of design. Be it neo-classical, 
contemporary, eclecticism or even new-age 
parametric design, we are in a place to be 
able to easily adapt the product offering to 
match any design vision. 

With offices in Dubai and India, what can 
we expect as you expand your global 
footprint in the coming months?
Curoq will shortly be opening offices in 
London to expand our scope and reach. 
From our current setups, we are working with 
clients in India, the Middle East and Africa and 
we’re expecting these to be strong, growing 
markets for us.  Website: curoq.com
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These thoughtfully designed 
and sustainably built lodges in 
Wayanad by George E 
Ramapuram of Earthitects can 
be your next holiday home

HideawayPrivate
DESIGN / NEWS
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Nature enthusiasts, this one is 
for you. It’s time to add a new 
stop on your bucket list—Stone 

Lodges, which is nestled in the scenic 
hills and lush forests of Wayanad. 
Designed harmoniously to suit the 
natural topography of the hillside, 
this project currently offers two of 
the planned 15 residences that will be 
spread over 13 acres to become the 
ideal retreat from urban life. 

G e o r g e  E  R a m a p u r a m  o f 
Bengaluru-based Earthitects has 
conceptualised each of these spacious  
lodges at 7,320 sq ft to be immersive 
and luxurious. They are built along 
with the lay of the land and use natural 
materials such as wood (teak) and 
stone, which have been used with their 
original texture intact. The rusticity of 
the material palette lends authenticity 
to the design as well as enhances the 
experience of living amid unadulterated 
natural beauty. 

The layout of  the lodges is 
planned such that each will have 
abundant privacy—so you could enjoy 
open-to-sky showers or even a solitary 
swim in the temperature-controlled 
pool that’s surrounded by an ecosystem 

of lily ponds. However, common areas 
are also planned to offer residents the 
chance to socialise. 

George points out that this is the 
perfect time to get away, “With the 
ability to work remotely, this is the time 
to pack your bags and give in to the new 
philosophy of ‘reverse urbanisation’.”

This offer of reflective moments 
in nature, while having access to all 
creature comforts is what sets these 
holiday homes apart. And, we’re sure 
you agree that it would be restful and 
rejuvenating to take a break from city 
life and wake up to the sound of chirping 
birds and watch the day go by without 
many stresses. earthitects.com

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP 
Stone Lodges in Wayanad as 
seen at dusk; Natural light 
streams into this almost-
alfresco bathroom; Wood is 
used abundantly without 
altering its natural form; 
Detail of a switchboard; 
Aerial view of the lodges; The 
rooms open up to a patio, 
which offers tranquillity F
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500g potatoes, peeled and 
cut into large chunks 

110g plain flour, plus extra 
for kneading

50g oats
1 tsp onion powder

1 tsp sea salt
1 egg yolk

Zest of 1 lemon, plus extra 
zest and lemon wedges 

½ green chilli, finely chopped
60g butter, melted, plus extra  

for frying 
1 tbsp olive oil

200g smoked salmon
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Blitz fresh herbs in a blender and 
add to crème fraiche as a side

B U B B L E  A N D  S Q U E A K  W I T H 
C H O R I Z O  A N D  F R I E D  E G G S

ser ves 4 - 6
500g potatoes, peeled and cubed

200g chorizo

Leaves of ½ bunch thyme 

50g fresh breadcrumbs 

Knob of butter

2 tbsp olive oil, plus an extra drizzle

3 garlic cloves, peeled and finely chopped

1 leek, trimmed and shredded

150g kale, stems removed, leaves shredded

200g Brussels sprouts, trimmed and shredded

1 tbsp English mustard

1 egg, lightly beaten

2 tbsp plain flour

Leaves of ½ bunch rosemary 

Zest and juice of 1 clementine

Salt and ground black pepper 

4-6 eggs

1Boil the potatoes in a large pan of salted water, then 
simmer for 15 minutes until just cooked. Drain, 
then place them back into the pan and roughly 

mash.

2Meanwhile, remove the chorizo from its casing 
into a large frying pan. Fry over a medium heat, 
constantly breaking it down to crumb consistency 

with a spoon. After 10-15 minutes, add thyme and 
breadcrumbs, and toast until crispy. Scoop into a bowl 
and set aside.

3Add butter and a drizzle of olive oil in the same 
pan. Add garlic, leek, kale and sprouts. Cook over 
high heat for 10 minutes until the ingredients are 

slightly wilted and soft.

4Put the potatoes and greens in a bowl. Add 
mustard, egg, flour, rosemary and clementine 
zest and juice, season and mix together. Shape the 

mixture into four or six cakes.

5Heat two tablespoons of olive oil in a large frying 
pan. Fry the bubble and squeak cakes for about six 
minutes on each side until golden.

6Fry the eggs using a little oil in a frying pan.  
Serve the bubble and squeak topped with  
a fried egg and the chorizo crumb.

I R I S H  OAT  A N D  P O TAT O  C A K E S 
W I T H  S M O K E D  S A L M O N

serves 6

1Simmer the potatoes in a pan of water 
for 15 minutes. Drain and cool in a 
strainer.

2Mix the flour, oats, onion powder, 
salt, egg yolk, lemon zest, chilli, 
melted butter and potatoes together 

to form a soft, dough. Knead on a lightly 
floured surface. 

3Shape the dough into six rounds, 
cover and chill for 30 minutes or 
until ready to cook.

4Heat 1 tbsp olive oil and a little 
butter in a large frying pan. Cook 
the potato cakes for four minutes on 

each side until crispy, golden and hot all 
the way through. Serve with salmon, herby 
crème fraiche and lemon wedges.



PA N E T T O N E  
F R E N C H  T OA S T

serves 4-6
4 large eggs
150ml milk

1 tsp vanilla bean paste
Pinch of salt

1 panettone (Italian sweet bread), cut 
into 4 slices,  

then halved lengthways 
2 tbsp butter

TO SERVE 
Marmalade

250ml natural yogurt
Maple syrup 

50g walnuts, chopped

1In a large mixing bowl, whisk the eggs with 
the milk, vanilla paste and salt. Dip the 
panettone slices into the egg mixture, 

leaving for 30 seconds on each side so that they  
soak all the way through. 

2In a la rge f r y i ng pa n , melt but ter  
over medium heat, then turn up the  
heat a little. Cook the f irst batch of 

panettone for a minute on each side until  
crispy, golden and cooked through. Repeat  
with the remaining slices. 

3Ser ve the French toa st w ith some 
marmalade, natural yogurt, maple syrup 
and chopped walnuts.
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W I N T E R  B I R C H E R  M U E S L I

serves 4
FOR THE BIRCHER

200g oats
500ml oat milk
1 tsp cinnamon

½ tsp vanilla bean paste
50g hazelnuts, roughly 

chopped 
50g pecans, roughly chopped

1 apple, grated
300ml apple juice 
2 tbsp chia seeds

FOR THE COMPOTE
2 pears, peeled and cored

1 clementine (orange family)
100ml cloudy apple juice

1Pla n a head . Add a l l  the Bi rcher 
ingredients together in a large bowl 
and mix well, cover with cling film and 

leave overnight in the fridge.

2Make the compote fresh the next day. 
In a medium pan, chop the pear into 
chu n k s, g rate in the zest of the 

clement i ne,  then peel a nd chop the 
clementine. Add the apple juice. Place over 
a medium heat for 5-10 minutes or until 
broken down slightly. 

3Taste the Bircher and adjust the 
sweetness to su it you r taste by 
adding a little extra oat milk. Serve 

with yogurt and compote. 
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JOURNEYS 
THROUGH 
A LENS

Chiesa Parrocchiale di Santa Maria delle Grazie al 
Naviglio, Milan OPPOSITE PAGE San Giorgio al 
Palazzo, Milan

Discover the historical universe of ancient 
cathedrals from around the world with 
photographer Fabien Charuau, as he 
reveals the the nuances of the retable
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Growing up in the small French village of Brittany, Mumbai-based 
photographer Fabien Charuau attended mass every Sunday and 
would spend “long, bored hours, looking at the paintings on the 

retable, the structure behind the altar”. In this photo essay, Fabien—who’s 
renowned for his repertoire in architecture and interior photography as well 
as digital and generative art—shares his image bank of churches, which 
especially captures the retables. The Frenchman says, “In my opinion, the 
retable with its distinct architectural style, its paintings and sculptures is the 
‘face’ of a church. In fact, I started this series because they all look different 
and have a strong personality.” 

This photo series is a topology; in line with the work started in the 
1970s by the Bernd Becher and Hilla Becher, German conceptual artists 
and photographers who worked together. Its aim is to find similarities and 
differences in the rather strict architectural layout of churches. There are 
inherent constants in the design of the retable because of the position of 
the altar and the cruciform shape of churches. However, many differences 

emerge as a result of the placement of the 
stained-glass windows, the shape and 
style of the arches, the usage of flying 
buttresses, among other elements. Then, 
each is also influenced by the variations of 
design, including the location, the date of 
construction and prevalent aesthetics of 
that particular era. As you browse these 
pages, you’ll  find images of structures that 
date all the way back to the 17th century, 
while some are recent (20th century). Not 
just that, this showcase is a study on how 
architecture establishes a strong language, 
while fulfilling a largely dogmatic function. 
fabiencharuauphotography.com

The Famedio at the Cimitero Monumentale, Milan 
OPPOSITE PAGE Chapelle de Trémalo, Brittany
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Église catholique Notre-Dame-du-Port, Ile d’Yeu 
OPPOSITE PAGE Basilica Santuario Sant’Antonio di 
Padova, Milan RIGHT

“The retable with its distinct 
architectural style, its paintings 
and sculptures is the ‘face’ of a 
church” —Fabien Charuau



CATCH THE JULY 2021 ISSUE

LUXURY FINE LIVING DESIGN ART FASHION

I N D I A ’ S O N L Y U B E R L U X U R Y M O N T H L Y F O R M E N

I N D I A ’ S O N

ANTONIO
BANDERAS’ NEW

BLOCKBUSTER:
Seduced by an Icon

w
w

w
.them

an.in

N L Y U B E R L U X U R Y M O N T H L Y F O R M E N

JULY 2021 `100

K R I S H N A J A C K I E S H R O F F

BODY
WORK

From a portly star kid to
fitness influencer, this is the

ultimate ‘mind over matter’ story

of

CONFORMITY
JUST ISN’T

KRISHNA
JACKIE

SHROFF’S
THING. SLAYING

ONE EXPECTATION
AT A TIME, THE

MIXED MARTIAL
ARTS STAR

CHARMS US
WITH STORIES

OF HER FAMILY
AND AN HONEST

RETELLING
OF HER ROCKY

JOURNEY TO
PRIME FITNESS

SCULPTING SUCCESS
“Life is bigger than fame,money”

Actor SunnyHinduja, who has emerged as a streaming sensationwith
three back-to-backweb series in 2021 already, talks about his

struggles, successes and the small screen

NOW ON THE STANDS LIFE / ETC

July 2021  Livingetc   I   83 

W
O

R
D

S 
V

A
R

U
N

I M
O

H
A

N
  P

H
O

TO
S 

R
IC

C
A

R
D

O
 A

P
O

S
TO

L
IC

O
 (

K
U

N
A

A
L

);
 K

U
N

A
A

L
 K

Y
H

A
A

N
 S

E
O

L
E

K
A

R
 (

D
E

S
IG

N
)

MY JOURNEY 
I have been creative from a 
young age. My schooling has 
been instrumental in nurturing 
and furthering this passion. I was 
fortunate to experience many 
different forms of creative educa-
tion and this fuelled my passion in 
the arts, which led me to pursue 
architectural design at Parsons 
School of Design. As a trained 
architect, I was conditioned to 
work on a grand scale, yet I have 
transformed my learning into 
varied fields of design—interiors, 
products, furniture and fashion. In 
2012, I began my design practice, 
delving into architectural and 
interior design projects under 
studio HAUS. It led to KOY, my 
contemporary design expression 
and most recently to KOYTOY,  
my foray into the world of fashion 
and jewellery. 

DESIGN PROCESS 
It’s fairly organic. I am inspired by 
everything and inspiration leads 
to ideas, which are explored and 
experimented with based on the 
purpose and brief. An example of 
this is our Cosmos Granite series, 
where a monolithic ling form is 
given a chunky circular top to cre-
ate a statement table. I was fasci-
nated with manipulating material 
and finishes. This led to an explo-
ration of coloured stains. Staining 

granite is common practice and 
is usually employed to mask the 
natural stone’s irregularities. I 
have played with this intent by 
replacing the deception and made 
this process the actual attraction 
for the material—by fusing colours 
and patterns. 

CHALLENGES 
The biggest is working with exter-
nal vendors as well as managing 
my time. I have to wear different 
hats throughout the day but I 
have a good team, which match-
es my energy and our work gets 
done efficiently. 

CURRENTLY WORKING ON  
I recently developed a collection 
under my ready-to-wear label 
KOYTOY. I have also been 
designing some residential 
projects as well as pieces of 
furniture. I hope to soon get back 
on the road for exhibitions, where 
we get the opportunity to curate 
our collections across the globe. 
Some of the major international 
design shows, where my brand 
has been showcased include 
Maison et Objet 2017, Ambiente 
Frankfurt 2018 and Milan Design 
Week in both 2018 and 2019. 
These events push us to produce 
conceptual pieces and dreamy 
landscapes, which remains one of 
my favourite aspects of the design 
journey. Website: koy.store

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT 
Architect and designer Kunaal 
Kyhaan Seolekar is seen on the 
Popcorn Armchair with his pet 
Lemon; The Bull Lamp; The 
Croissant Dining Chair; Poona 
Estate by Day limited edition 
shirt from KOYTOY; A hand 
moulded Rhino artefact is seen 
on one of the Cosmos Bubble 
Granite Tables, all by KOY

Kunaal Kyhaan 
Seolekar

We catch up with the 
multifaceted creative, who’s 

recently forayed into the world  
of fashion design

At Home With


