BUYER’S / GUIDE

What goes on down below is definitely something that should be high up on

vour list of priorities. Choose the right flooring for your home and tread casy.

looring is a major part of any home, and is the most
uscd surface on a daily basis. It is also a feacure thar
derermines the ook and feel of a room = whether it
be the cool appeal of marble or the warm, lived-in
feel that wood flooring imparts. It makes sense
therefore to give careful thoughe to whar goes on vour floar,
as you would have o live with vour decision for a long time.
Changing vour mind would come ar a cost!

A good way to start is by considering how the flooring would
ficinte vour design scheme. Think about whether vou want a
statement flooror an unobtrusive one that blends seamlessly
into the background; whether vou want a formal or informal
look, and so on,

Knowing your family’s need for durability and maintenance
is also imporcane. Easy-to-clean and hard-wearing marerials,
for instance, would be a time and effort saver in the long run,
Heavy-use areas, such as the kicchen and bathroom, should be
able to hundle heavy foot traffic, spalls of all kinds, porencial
warer damage and heavy things being dropped on them,

Finally, consider vour budget and see what vou can
Invest in or where you can cut corners withour compromising
quality. With the plethora of looring options available, ir's
not hard to find the righe flooe; rather, its more difficult wo
marrow your choice. Read on o learn about the different
flooring oprions most commaonly availshle and find cur what
best suits your needs.
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underfoor, fairly easy tokeep clean, long-lasting if properly sealed anel
pnaintained.
Hardwood: Ths is solid wood with no additional matenals. Hardwonod
ooring comes sither unfinished or pre-finished. While unfinished
hardwood requires sanding. staining (oprional), and sealing afrer
installacion. pre-finished hardwood is ready 1 use upon installation: it hasa
stronger coatingand wears better than un finished wood. Unlike nther wood
flooring options, hardwood cannot be insralied straight on top of conerete
or vour existing Hoor, 1t must be nailed or plued toa sub-floor and this can
b 4 messy affair. Hardwood floars face vanous jesues ke expansion and
contraction. and are prone o scratches and dents. On the bright side. it e
he re-sanded numerous mes, thus exrending its hife.
Engineered wood: This [ooring type 15 made of several layers ol
plywoad topped wich a veneer of real Rardwood, The base lavers are laid
in perpendicular direct wns, giving the wood dimensional strengrhand
srability. Due o s stable base, it stands up to maisture better than solid
hardwond and works well in kitchens, basements and bathroems where light
muotsrure might be present.

“Engineered wood floors have alonges lifie, Solid wood floors need o
be re-palished, re-oiled and re- lacepuered more frequently as pppased 10
engincered wood, which require minimal maintenanee and need tobe
re-sanded and polished after about (=12 vears of usage. says Parul Mirral,
Dicectar of Markering & Design at Greenlam Industries {makers of Mikasa
b loorst.

Engincered woad comes pre-finished {(sanded and sealed) in SIS
o planks. Instaliation is much easier as compared Nardwaod floors.
This type of flooring is usually installed as a floaring floor an top of the
exisring flanr, which should be level and stable. There are now advanced
joing sysrems, such as Peren's Perfeetlold click rechnology and Mikasas
PlankLoc, which make the installation process simpie and yuick, withour
having to use gloe or nails.
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Ceramic & poreelain tiles
{eramic and porcelain tles are populac ppticis for (e and arc bl
in 4 wide range of colours, designs and sizes. Cermmic riles are hard-wearing,
stain-resistant and don't need sealing, so theyare casy o look after. They
are fairlv durable and mosture-resistant. Parcelin tiles, which are made
from high-fired, refined clay, are denser and more durable {and more
capensive) than ceramic tiles. Porcelain isalso much harder than narurl
mareriaks ke marble, Being s non-porous matc pial, irdoes pos absork any
ligpuiidhs, and s versatile, hard-wearing chaice for fooring.

“Ceramic and porcelain tiles are A popular choies ameng buyers wii

are alwavs concerned about maintenance af marerials they use in thei
homes, sav Bidhi and Vidur Arors, co-feunders of Tnrersekt, @ hame décor
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