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A SLICE OF ELEGANCE

WOOD VENEERS USE A PRECIOUS RAW MATERIAL WISELY, ENABLING
ITS AESTHETIC USE ACROSS APPLICATIONS AND TYPOLOGIES
BY ARUNA RATHOD
ARCHITECT and INTERIORS INDIA | MAY 2019 | www.architectandinteriorsindia.com
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W

ood veneer is a versatile material that
has grown in popularity in recent years,
as interior designers and discerning
ȱȱĴȱȱȱ
materials. The warm touch of wood
veneer in places like hotel lobbies and innovative wall
treatments enhance and inspire living spaces. Veneers use
wood, a valuable raw material, to its optimum, by slicing it
into thin veneer leaves. It is both economical and ecological
to use veneer instead of solid wood boards as these thin
leaves produced using the same raw material can surface
thousands of square feet of area. These slices of wood are

ȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱȱȱĚȱȱ
ȱȱǰȱȱȱȱȱǰȱȱĚȱ
and parts of furniture. Thus, wood veneer production caters
to endless design possibilities and creative uses of wood
across interior infrastructure industry.
Given the boom in the real estate sector, the demand of
ȱȱę¢ȱǯȱȱĴǰȱǰȱ
Greenlam Industries, observes, “In the past couple of years,
ȱȱȱȱ¡ȱȱȱȱȱěȱ
have become popular in the interior and décor industry.
In addition to that, today digital veneers are also in trend
which allow for a chosen design on the veneer sheet. Digital
veneers give your creativity more of a free reign to experiment as well.”
Eucalyptus, mahogany, walnut and rosewood are some of
the wood species that fall in the premium category, exuding
class and poise. The beauty of wood lies not only in its look
but also in its feel, which is its texture. Be it a rugged surface
or one that highlights the natural imperfections of wood,
veneers come in a variety of textures which enhance the look
and feel of a space. For a luxurious look, premium veneers
can be incorporated on a statement furniture piece to make it
a focal point of the room. Additionally, veneers can be used
on cabinets, table tops, walls and more.
Shankho Chowdhury, executive business head, Decoraǰȱ¢¢ǰȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
varied decorative products, natural veneer has maintained
its charm amongst the users. “Globally subtle natural designs
are preferred which mostly include walnut, oak and pine
ęȱǯȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱĴȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
highlighters. However, rough textures are used in some highlighted spaces,” states Chowdhury. Veneers provide a unique
natural look to any interior space. Depending upon the polish,
it can provide the interiors with semi- to high-gloss aesthetics.
ȃȱȱȱȱȱȱȱĴǰȱȱȱȱ
a crafted vintage look as well to the interiors,” he adds.
Veneers are one of the most popular products in the world of
interiors and décor. One of the biggest advantages of using veneers is that they look extremely classy and glamorous. Veneers
have a glossy coat on top of the base sheets, which makes them
look exclusive and high-end. Given the fact that veneers are
made from real wood, they also bring in the element of nature.
Since veneers are relatively thin, they are more susceptible to
water damage which is why it is necessary to always wipe any
ȱ ȱȱȱǯȱĴȱǰȱȃ ȱȱǰȱȱȱ
critical to use a sealant on the surface of veneers if your space is
prone to excessive and prolonged exposure to water.”

3

1&2. Subtle and natural
veneers from CenturyPly.
3. Shankho Chowdhury,
executive business head,
Decoratives, CenturyPly.
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INSTALLATION OF VENEERS
ȱǰȱȱȱȱĴȱȱȱȱ
installation. To master the installation process, there are three
¢ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱǯȱĴȱ¡ǰȱȃǰȱ
it’s important to understand the kind of veneer that you require. For example, when it comes to large commercial spaces,
¢ȱȱȱȱ ȱ ȱȱǯȱȱ
engineered veneers promise impeccable consistency regardless of the number or area of sheets needed for the job.
“Secondly, select a suitable application method to apply
veneers. The common methods include the traditional hammer veneering and contemporary vacuum press veneering.
Thirdly, when in doubt about your requirement to experiment a bit during installation, it is always advisable to buy
ȱĴȱ¡ǯȱ ȱ¢ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
matching veneer sheets, engineered wood veneer may be
just the right surfacing choice for you.”
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POPULAR BY CHOICE
Greenply:DOQXW2DNDQG$VKDUHWKHFXUUHQWÁDYRXUV%HLQJD
chocolatey shade, Walnut has a dark and exotic look and feel to it.
These Yeneers are Jreat for hiJhtrafÀc areas Zith children andor
pets. 2ak is timeless, and hiJhly resistant to Zear and tear, Zhile
Ash is ideal for ÁoorinJ in upscale homes Zith an eleJant and chic
style. All three species are tremendously durable.

4. Smoked Larch from
Greenlam.
5. Parul Mittal, director,
Greenlam Industries.
6. Greenlam’s Silver Splash
Rovere veneer.

CenturyPly: The best sellers in the cateJory are those Zhich haYe
a natural dark broZn tone or Zhich haYe been tanned by smokinJ
(such as American Walnut and Tanzania Wood).
6

ARCHITECT and INTERIORS INDIA | MAY 2019 | www.architectandinteriorsindia.com

PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT VENEERS

NEW ON THE BLOCK
GreenlamRIIHUVDZLGHUDQJHRIYHQHHUVIRUVSHFLÀFDQGJHQHULF
XVH:LWKWKHQHZO\LQWURGXFHG+HUULQJERQHFROOHFWLRQRQHFDQDGG
a modern yet rustic look to spaces, while the Morphous Collection
offers marble Ànishes with blue, black, white and Jranite shades.
Chevron patterns add a sense of symmetry to spaces.
Decowood offers the larJest collection of veneers with over 
treasured species of wood like the MahoJany, :alnut, :enJe,
(bony, 5osewood, (ucalyptus, +ickory, 6ucupira, 6ycamore and many
more. All these species are available in Indian markets.
CenturyPly·s treated 1atural 9eneer cateJory features smoked
veneer, shimmered veneer and stained veneer. Another offerinJ
is the premium polyÀbre Jrain veneer, which provides the bestin
class Jrains of the most premium species without any constraints on
availability and desiJn resemblance.
7

Veneers require perfection for eliciting the intended
expression. Therefore, while installing these products precautions should be taken mostly against scratches and stains.
Chowdhury cautions, “Any unwanted chemical contamination and excessive sanding of the face should be avoided for
ȱĴȱęǯȄ

ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY VENEERS
While wood has always been considered an environmentfriendly resource, recycling and renewability aspects of wood
products are increasingly coming into focus. Wood takes
ę¢ȱȱ¢ȱȱǰȱȱȱǰȱ
steel, cement, or glass. What’s more, the manufacturing process itself is gentle on the environment. Wood veneer is sliced
in a process that produces no dust and, therefore, produces
ę¢ȱȱ ǯȱǰȱȱȱȱĴȱȱȱȱ
base doesn’t have too many warping problems and veneer
uses every part of the tree, with absolutely no waste.
 ǰȱȱȱȱ ȱ ǰȱěȱȱ
¢ȱȱȱ¢ȱȱȱěȱȱ
ȱǰȱǰȱǰȱȱȱ ǯȱĴȱ
elucidates: “While ‘Naturals’ category captures nature’s
best creations, ‘Teak’ is a symbol of luxury and elegance.
‘Engineered’ veneers create consistent designs on a large
scale making them perfect for use where the design needs
uniformity. ‘Noirwood’ is the perfect blend of nature and
human ingenuity where natural wood is enhanced using
special technique to give a warm look to your interiors.”
Greenlam veneers are manufactured using non-toxic
ȱǰȱȱȱǯȱĴȱǰȱȃȱ
strongly discourage using adhesives with formaldehyde
base, which is harmful to people and environment. Instead,
we rely on organic resins.”

SOURCING OF WOOD
Wood is known to be one of the greenest materials that you
can use for building, manufacturing and as fuel. However, it
needs to be sourced carefully so that it doesn’t risk contributing
ȱȱȱȱȱ¢ǯȱȃȱȱȱęȱ
species of wood which is sourced from around the world, Decowood’s exceptional production capabilities allow architects
and interior designers to come up with outstanding pieces of
intricate art. Decowood veneers are ethically sourced from legal
and managed forests available around the world to reduce the
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ȱȱȱȱǰȄȱ¢ȱĴǯ
¢¢ǰȱǰȱȱȱȱȱȱȱing. “All our sourcing happens from legal and authorized
suppliers from across the world and all our products qualify
for LEED rating 1 point. Therefore, our veneers are environment-friendly and green products,” informs Chowdhury.
As for sustainable manufacturing practices, at Decowood,
the company has the Green Strategy Group that works
towards creating, implementing and monitoring ‘Green
Initiatives’ across the entire organization. “With the prime
mandate to reduce our footprint through clean technologies
and to bring innovation in product to reduce consumption,
the Green Strategy Group is leading our charge as a benchmark within the decorative surfaces space. The wood used
to make the products are derived from sustainably-managed
ȱȱȱȱ ȱȱǰȄȱȱĴǯ
ȱȱ¢¢ǰȱȱȱ ȱşŖŖŗǱȱŘŖŖŞȱȱ ȱ
ŗŚŖŖŗǱŘŖŖŚȱęȱ¢ȱȱȱ¢ȱȱ
are part of their processes, and sustainability is maintained
while manufacturing veneers.
Wood is an enduring design material, and its derivative
ǰȱ¢ȱȱȱȱȱȮȱȱȱĴȱ
¢ȱȱȱȱȱęǯȱ A&I

7&8. Wood and, by
extension, veneers can
create wonderfully soothinJ
and eleJant spaces.
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