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LIVING AREA

‘| think open-plan living really
helps to make a happy home
love that my whole family can all
be in the same space together t
doing our own thing,’ says
Sofas, B&B Italia. Tan Egg chair,
Arne Jacobsen. Gold-leaf artwork
(on back wall) by Marco Grassi




and their son Marley.
ht_ar Lily, 15, and

pool music studlo and utlhty room. On

the first floor is the master suite. On the

second floor are four bedrooms, shower
room and bathroom.
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or a property tycoon — and one who
is behind the massive project to turn
Olympia, London into a world-leading
cultural district — John Hitchcox is
surprisingly low-ke¥. He cycles to work
and has lived in the same house for 20 years. Granted,
the five-bedroom Victorian villa is in a desirable
part of west London but, in essence, it’s a family
home. ‘I see home as the most important place in your life
—sovou need to feel comfortable there,’ says John.

‘When I saw this house, I bought it within a
week. loved theareabut when
I discovered Jimi Hendrix had
written Purple Haze when he
was living here in 1967, it felt
like serendipity: it gave the
house soul. | am a major music
buff and in the world of rock,
Hendrixisagod.’

However, the stars were
not aligned at the outset; just
after its first renovation the
house burnt down. ‘A tear
was shed but fire is a cleanser
so I console myself that any
negative vibes were wiped out.

He undertook the latest
refurbishment with his third
wife, Phoebe. The couple
married at his Cotswolds
development The Lakes by
Yoo five years ago and have a
three-year-old son, Marley.
‘We have been together 10 years so it was important to
make it ours,” he explains.

“T'he benefit of refurbishing rather than moving on is
thatyou can correctall the mistakes from last time, laughs
John. Thisincludes the tiny garden that they have brought
inside. “We had two dining areas — outside and inside —
butonly ever used the one inside,” explains Phoebe. *So
we brought the space inside — and put the garden on the
walls. We also installed a retractable roof so that we can

dine under the stars.

“T'he major structural difference this time is the back
room, which has been completely opened up,” explains
John, who brought in his sister Minas architect and brother
David as project manager. “There’s a pin holding up the
back of the house — disguised as what looks like a giant
chairleg.’

But for John, who pioneered loft living in London in the
Nineties, the stand-out areais the basement, a flexible living
spate, with professional music studio, playroomandadance
floor, which descends to reveal a Bond-like swimming pool.

“The sound-proofed studio houses his guitar collection
and has seen a few legends
inits time — including Duran
Duran’s Simon Le Bon (best
man at his wedding to Phoebe),
Spandau Ballet’s Gary Kemp,
Pink Floyd's Nick Mason, Mark
Ronson and Natalie Imbruglia
- jamming late into the night.
Ortherwise, they gather around
his grand piano, nestled in a
quiet corner of the open-plan
living area on the ground floor.
‘Guy Chambers once sat there
belting our a song he had just
written: Angels. [t was quite a
moment,” he recalls.

With Philippe Starck as a
business partner and a design
empire at his disposal — most
of the furniture in his home
has been custom-made by
Yoo Studio —it’s not difficult
to create a modern-living masterpiece, John concedes.
Yetit's the personal objects collected over the years that
resonate most for him. ‘I can turn around at any point here
and there will be something that evokes a memory: my
paintings by Lisa Wright, which remind me of my older
children Pia and Henry; or the gold-leaf painting by Marco
Grassi, which represents our multi-racial family. For me, it’s
fundamental to fill your home with things with which you
have an emotional connection because it creates a state of

contentment.’
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MUSIC STUDIO
John has built up a collection of
guitars, including one of the first
electric models and another used
by Beatle George Harrison, by
rewarding himself with one when
he finishes a project. ‘| trained as
a conductor and most of my
friends are musicians,’ he sa
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